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PERTH CULTURAL CENTRE PRECINCT — SINGLE CROWN RESERVE 

Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [2.01 pm]: I rise to briefly update the 
house on the Perth Cultural Centre Precinct, which has been transformed by the Liberal–National government 
over the past eight years. Positioned between the CBD and Northbridge, the Perth Cultural Centre is home to 
Western Australia’s key cultural institutions, including the Art Gallery of Western Australia, the 
Western Australian Museum, the State Library of Western Australia and the State Theatre Centre of WA. Under 
the management of the Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority, formerly the East Perth Redevelopment 
Authority, this public space has been revitalised through improvements to amenity and security; new 
infrastructure, such as the State Theatre Centre and the Alex Hotel; and proactive programming of events and 
activities. Alongside the many exhibitions, events and performances hosted by the Art Gallery, Museum, 
State Library, State Theatre Centre, Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts and Blue Room Theatre, the 
Perth Cultural Centre has also played host to summer night markets, HyperFest, National Aborigines and 
Islanders Day Observance Committee Week, Bar Pop and, of course, the popular AWESOME International Arts 
Festival for Bright Young Things and the Fringe World Festival. 

This year, the Department of Culture and the Arts and the Department of Lands formally amalgamated all the 
lots in the Perth Cultural Centre into a single crown reserve, under the management of the Minister for Culture 
and the Arts. Building on the work of the MRA, the Department of Culture and the Arts has recently developed 
a vision document for the Perth Cultural Centre that outlines the shared priorities and goals that will ensure it 
remains a vibrant public space for the future. The $428 million new Perth Museum project, which is due to be 
completed in 2020, and the proposed relocation of Scitech to the Perth Cultural Centre, will be catalysts for the 
precinct’s evolution—strengthening the focus on science and innovation, while continuing to showcase the best 
of culture, creativity, learning and heritage. The vision document also highlights the need for strong working 
relationships between all the Perth Cultural Centre’s key tenants and partnerships with other organisations that 
support the vision and mission of the precinct.  

I am extremely pleased with the transformation of the Perth Cultural Centre over the past eight years into a very 
active, welcoming and family friendly space. It was a privilege to have responsibility for the precinct as both 
then Minister for Planning and Minister for Culture and the Arts, and, more recently, I thank the 
Minister for Planning for her support of the area. With this shared vision, which will be available on DCA’s 
website today, the government, through the MRA and DCA and other key partners, can work towards further 
cementing the Perth Cultural Centre as a unique destination for both tourists and residents to visit. 
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